Applications for Membership  by unknown
AnnouncementsAssociation’s 2014 Annual Meeting and postgraduate
courses taking place April 26-30, 2014, in Toronto,
Canada.The Journal of Thoracic and CarFor more information and to submit an application, please
visit the AATS Web site at www.aats.org. Application
Deadline: January 15, 2014.The American Association for
Thoracic Surgery Journals
Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Surgery
The Editors of Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Surgery want to call your attention to a couple of pieces
in the upcoming Fall 2013 issue. the first is the expert
roundtable on ‘‘Discussions in Cardiothoracic Treatment
and Care: Management of the Apical Tumor.’’ This hot
topic features a spirited conversation between noted ex-
perts Drs Manjit Bains, Stephen Swisher, and Eric
Vallieres, moderated by Dr Jessica Donington. During
this nearly two-hour-long discussion, views on topics
such as timing, institutional protocols, palliation of pain,
and outcomes are compared between authorities in the
field. For an excerpt and more highlights from this discus-
sion, please go here: http://www.semthorcardiovascsurg.
com.The Editors would also like to make mention of the article,
‘‘Current Status of TAVR’’ by Drs Robert Bonow, Lars
Svensson, and Eric Roselli. The article discusses patient se-
lection in the PARTNER trial and important indications for
and improvements expected following TAVR. The ‘‘Current
Status of TAVR’’ is in the News and Views section of the
Fall 2013 issue due out at the end of December.Operative Techniques in Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery
The Editor of Operative Techniques in Thoracic and Car-
diovascular Surgery would like to draw your attention to
the upcoming Fall 2013 issue. The techniques described in
this issue include the double switch procedure for ccTGA,
Belsey-Mark IV repair, robotic repair of giant paraesopha-
geal hernia, and mechanical circulatory support for the fail-
ing left ventricle. Each topic is described by expert surgeons
in great technical detail, complete with outcomes of their
technique and illustrations that outline each step of the pro-
cedure.The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
40th Annual Meeting Call for Abstracts
The WTSA’s 40th Annual Meeting will be held at the St.
Regis Monarch Beach in Dana Point, California, from
June 25-28, 2014. Abstract and video submissions are now
being accepted for presentation consideration at the 2014
WTSA Annual Meeting through Monday, January 6,
2014, at 11:59 PM Pacific Standard Time. Visit the WTSA
Web site at www.westernthoracic.org to view author in-
structions and to submit abstracts and videos.Applications for Membership
The WTSA is now accepting Applications for Membership
online for Active as well as Candidate membership status.
Visit the WTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org to
read the complete membership eligibility requirements and
to initiate an online application.
Active Member
$325.00 annually, plus $50.00 initiation fee
Applicant must meet all membership criteria, including but
not limited to: Reside within or have completed a cardiothoracic res-
idency training program within the geographic limits
of the Association.
 Have been engaged in the practice of thoracic and car-
diovascular surgery for at least three years following
completion of postgraduate training. If a candidate
completed his/her thoracic surgical residency in an insti-
tution within the geographic limits of the Association,
such completion may count toward one of the three
years of practice.
 Have a full and unrestricted license to practice medi-
cine in his or her respective state or province, and
have a current appointment on the surgical staff of
a hospital with no reportable action pending which
could adversely affect such applicant’s staff privileges
at any hospital.
Candidate Member
$100.00 annually
Applicant must meet all membership criteria, including but
not limited to:
 Be matched or enrolled in either a cardiothoracic sur-
gery education program accredited by the Residency
Review Committee for Thoracic Surgery under the au-
thority of the ACGME or a program approved fordiovascular Surgery c Volume 146, Number 6 1565
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15cardiothoracic surgery education by the Royal College
of Surgeons of Canada—or their equivalency—from
within the Association’s geographic limits. Individuals
who have completed their education in one of the
above programs and are in the process of acquiring cer-
tification in cardiothoracic surgery by either the Amer-
ican Board of Thoracic Surgery or the Royal College
of Surgeons of Canada also are eligible to apply for
Candidate membership.66 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurAn application must include the following uploads: a photo;
a complete curriculum vitae with bibliography; and, for Ac-
tive applicants, the 3 most significant articles that s/he per-
sonally wrote. The application must be completed and
submitted online by March 1, 2014, and all support letter(s)
(three for Active applicants, one for Candidates) uploaded
by that applicant’s sponsor(s) by March 31, 2014, in order
for the applicant to be considered for election to membership
at the 2014 Annual Meeting.The AATS Graham Foundation
In Its 40th Year, the AATS Graham
Foundation Announces New Specialty
ProgramsOver the past year, new fellowship programs for medical
students, fellows, residents, and international professionals
have been developed that provide specialized educational
and training opportunities.The Cardiothoracic Surgical Investigator Program
caters to cardiothoracic surgeons interested in conducting
clinical or translational research, while the Traveling
Scholar Program provides young cardiothoracic surgeons
from around the world a chance to study clinical techniques
at a secondary institution.
Our new Resident Poster Session Scholarship for thoracic
surgical residents has become extremely popular and com-
petitive, along with theCritical Care Scholarship program
that boasts over 50 students expected to participate in 2014!
Along with our programmatic growth, we have engaged our
Board of Directors to a full complement of eight, complete
with two active board committees: Advisory Council headed
by Dr Tim Gardner and Development Committee headed by
Dr Raphael Bueno.
As our parent Association, the AATS underwrites all
operational costs of the Foundation, allowing 100% of all
individuals’ contributions to go directly to Foundation
programming.
The AATS Graham Research Foundation is driving leader-
ship, learning and innovation in the pursuit of excellence!
For more information on the AATS Graham Foundation,
please visit http://aatsgrahamfoundation.org.The American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination was held on December 3. It
is planned that this examination will be given at multiple
sites throughout the United States using an electronic
format. The closing date for registration is August 1 each
year. Those wishing to be considered for examination
must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination,
a candidate must have successfully completed the Part I
(written) examination.A candidate applying for admission to the certifying
examination must fulfill all the requirements of the Board
in force at the time the application is received. Please address
all communications to the American Board of Thoracic
Surgery, 633 North St Clair Street, Suite 2320, Chicago,
IL 60611 (telephone: 312-202-5900).Requirements for Maintenance of Certification
Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery
(ABTS) who plan to participate in the Maintenance of
Certification (MOC) process must hold an unrestricted
medical license in the locale of their practice and privileges
in a hospital accredited by the JCAHO (or other organiza-
tion recognized by the ABTS). In addition, a valid ABTSgery c December 2013
